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The joint ventures which existed in all walks of life in Taiwan during the Ch’ing 
period were common in Chinese traditional society. It effectively met the needs of 
finance and manpower and at the same time reduced the risk of huge capital losses. In 
the Ch’ing era, cultivation and settlement farming was one of the most important 
economic activities. Due to the land cultivation in Ch’ing period, Taiwan was 
transformed from an immigrant society to an agricultural society. The Joint ventures 
played an important role in the land cultivation. 
 According to the historical material, it cost a lot of money to start cultivation of 
indigenous land or unclaimed land. This is why many investors pooled their resources 
and engaged in cooperative cultivation. It could draw the capital from some investors 
who were far from the land which they invested in. In some occasions, skilled men 
were employed to deal with the administrative affairs during the land cultivation. It 
indicated the separation of property rights and operation rights. This kind joint venture 
came to the end when its mission was accomplished. 
As the land near the water had all been cultivated and the field was gradually 
transformed to the rice paddy, the demand for agricultural water increased greatly. In 
order to meet such demand, the private sector began to develop irrigation projects in 
the form of joint venture in order to relieve the financial pressure. Some new ways of 
joint venture had been applied to minimize the risk and guarantee the success of 
irrigation projects. 
As less and less land was left for cultivation in the plain, some farmers began to 
cultivate the land in the mountainous area where they were threatened by the raw 
aborigine head-taking raid. Therefore, they jointly engaged in the land cultivation and 
set up passes (toll-gate, gun tank) to prevent the intrusion of aborigine, such as 
Jinguangfu. It was the result of joint venture of Fujian people and Cantonese, with 
supervision of government, and this kind of joint venture brought not only economic 
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